In Chapter 1, "Privateering, Colonial Expansion, and the African Presence in Early AngloDutch Settlements," the authors outline the origins of the West Central African slave trade. They demonstrate that the initial influx of African slaves into the English and Dutch colonies in North America came about largely through the actions of privateers, and that after 1580, the slave ships that were preyed upon carried mostly Angolans. From there, they argue, English and Dutch companies and merchants slowly began purchasing slaves from markets in West Central Africa, in addition to capturing them on the seas.
Chapter 2, "The Portuguese, Kongo, and Ndongo and the Origins of Atlantic Creole Culture to 1607," develops the concept of an Atlantic Creole culture by situating its origins in the century of interaction between Portuguese, Dutch and West Central African polities that predated intensive slave trading. They argue that in addition to extensive dealings with Europeans, significant similarities in language, political organization, and social forms linked most groups in West Central Africa from which slaves were later taken. The authors spend a great deal of time examining the extension of Catholicism into West Central Africa, and present European accounts of worship and attitudes toward the faith. In addition, they show how African rulers adopted Christian names and practices, and how European religion was both adapted into local beliefs and used in political power struggles. In this, the authors do a great service: the image is not one of European values being foisted upon a local population, but of adaptation, syncretism, and agency. In sum, Central Africans, Atlantic Creoles, and the Foundation of the Americas, 1585-1660 is a compelling and well-researched account of the earliest days of Atlantic slavery that will reward students and academics, especially those who reject the notion that we cannot untangle the ultimate origins and cultural antecedents of the first African slaves.
